
stories each month.
We are kicking off 
a new guild year in 
a new location with 
s o m e  g r e a t 
program plans.  My 
goal for the year is 
t o  r ev i v e  t h e 
excitement of those 
early quilting days 
w i t h  m o n t h l y 
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d 
book reviews, by 
“Getting to Know 
You” introductions, 
and by working 
together for the 
best “Harvest of 
Quilts” show ever!  
All of this, and 
have FUN, too!
I  a m  l o o k i n g 
forward to seeing 
you wearing a 
smile and your 
name tag at our 
next guild meeting 
– April 20th, 6:45 
pm!

Happy quilting,   
                                                                                       

Kathy  

W h e n  G a t e w a y 
Quilters’ Guild was 
formed in 1985, 
everything in the 
quilting world was 
new – on the 
u p s u r g e .  
Enthus iasm was 
h i g h  a n d  I 
r e m e m b e r  a n 
eagerness to learn, 
do, try everything.  
Finding the perfect 
f a b r i c  w a s  a 
treasure hunt of 
epic proport ions 
accomplished by 
visiting as many 
fabric stores as 
possible and by 
rummaging through 
each other’s stash.  
There was great 
s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n 
making it “work” 
with that less-than-
perfect fabric that 
was all we could 
find.

We have come a 
long way since 
those early days of 
GQG.  There are 
t h r e e  m a j o r 

quilting events in 
the State every 
year  –  Pac i f i c 
International Quilt 
Festival, Road to 
C a l i f o r n i a ,  a n d 
Quilt Market in 
Long Beach, and 
lots of smaller 
shows and events.  
There is great 
teaching readi ly 
available at area 
qu i l t i ng  s t o res , 
Merced College, on 
television, and on-
line.  The market 
place is saturated 
with fabulous stuff 
– patterns, tools, 
books and fabric –
glorious, beautiful, 
fabulous fabric!

I wonder if this 
i n u n d a t i o n  o f 
everything quilting 
has made us a bit 
complacent.   I 
hope not!  I hope 
you will join me 
w i t h  f r e s h 
enthusiasm as we 
share our quilts 
and our quilting 

A New Beginning Newsletter 

Has  Name!
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s , 
Virginia Wagner! 
You are the winner 
of  our “Name the 
Gu i l d  News l e t t e r 
Contest!” We had 19 
great entries! 

Virginia, your prize 
for the winning name 
is a gift card to 
JoAnn’s. I’ll have it 
for you at our next 
meeting.  

Thanks to everyone 
who participated. Y’all 
done good!

Gateway Quilters’ Guild
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Happy Easter—Happy Spring!

When: 
Third Monday of 
each month (unless 
otherwise noted)

Where:   
Public Health 
Auditorium
260 East 15th St. 
Merced

Time:  
Doors open-6:30
Meeting starts-6:45
Call to Order-7:15. 

Come early for 
library tickets, 
membership items, 
chatting, etc.

Meetings



Officers

President
Kathy 

Cavanaugh

President 
Elect

Karen Mous

Secretary
Judith Dake

Treasurer
Megan 

Anderson

Membership
Janetta Gibson

Programs
Daphne Drewes

Information
Services

Robyn Porter

Quilt Show
Chairman

Priscilla Hise

Opportunity 
Quilt 

Chairman
Virginia 
Wagner

Quilt Show Needs and Notes
Change in Food 

Regulations

Because of public 
health regulations, 
we will need to 
prepare the soups 
we serve at the site. 
Please note that all 
members are asked 
to bring ingredients 
to make the soups 
for the show.

Help is Needed

Everyone is expected 
to be available for 
both set-up and 
take-down of the 
show i f at al l 
possible. The show 
i s  a  h u g e 
undertaking and will 
only be a success if 
we all pull together 
and pitch in!

Quilt Show Entry 
Form

Included in this, and 
future issues of the 
newsletter, is the 
quilt entry form. 
Note: You will need 
to make copies of 
the form for each 
quilt or article you 
plan to enter in the 
Harvest of Quilts  
2009 show.
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Speaking of pins, 
you can purchase 
our guild’s tack pin 
for $5.00. It goes 
great on your name 
tag. You can get 
t h e m  a t  t h e 
Membership table at 
any of the guild 
meetings. Just ask 
me for one!

For the protection 
of our membership’s 
personal identities 
n o w  t h a t  t h e 
newsletter is posted 
on the Internet, all  
p h on e  n u m b e r s , 

FO U ND :  A  p i n 
resembling a stack 
of fat quarters in 
30's reproduction 
prints with a scissor 
charm tied on with a 
blue ribbon.  The pin 
backing has come off 
and that probably 
explains why it was 
on the floor after the 
March meeting.

Sooooo......someone 
went home with only 
half a pin.  Owner 
may call Janetta or 
claim it at the April 
meeting.

Membership Services
e m a i l s ,  a n d 
addresses will no 
longer be posted in 
the newsletter. We 
will have a password 
protected area on 
the web where the 
directory will be. 
Until then, when you 
receive your new 
m e m b e r s h i p 
booklets in May, 
whenever there are 
any updates or new 
members you will 
r e c e i v e  m a i l i n g 
labels to adhere in 
your booklets. 

Diane Hatmaker

Marcia McCarthy

Patricia Piethe

Joan Rodriguez

Janet Swartz

Please welcome First 
Time Members to 
Gateway Qui lters' 
G u i l d !  O u r 
m e m b e r s h i p 
continues to grow! 
Isn’t it exciting?

New Members
(N ote :  P e r sona l 
information has been 
omi t ted  due to 
website posting).



About Margot Silk 
Forrest

Margot Silk Forrest 
has been doing arts 
and crafts since she 
was a little kid 
s t e a l i n g  h e r 
m o t h e r ' s  l i n e n 
n a p k i n s  a n d 
blisteringly red nail 
polish to make baby 
d o l l s .  B e s i d e s 
p a i n t i n g  a n d 
embellishing shoes, 
she sews wearable-
art clothing and 
home decor items, 
makes quilts, and 
beads jewelry for 
her own pleasure. 

Her first pair of 
luminously painted 
and beaded sandals 
was accepted for 
p u b l i c a t i o n  i n 
Altered Couture 2, a 
g l o s sy  magaz i n e 
showcasing one-of-
a-kind, handmade 
f a s h i o n s  a n d 
w e a r a b l e - a r t 
p r o j e c t s .  T h e 
publishers also used 
her Gypsy Sandals in 
a full-page magazine 
a d  f o r  A l t e r e d 
Couture 2. 

M a r g o t  t e a c h e s 
classes in painting 
and  embel l i sh ing 
shoes on the West 
Coast, mostly in 
Northern California. 
In addition to being 
an artisan and shoe 
designer, Margot is 

the author of three 
books, including A 
Short Course in 
Kindness: A Little 
B o o k  o n  t h e 
Importance of Love 
and the Relative 
Unimportance of Just 
About Everyth ing 
Else.

Come prepared for a 
delightful evening 
with this talented 
artist.  

About The Sassy 
Feet Workshop

Come let Margot Silk 
Forrest show you 
how easy it is to 
t r an s f o rm  p l a i n , 
boring, or worn-out 
shoes into SASSY 
FEET!  You may find 
a whole new world of 
creativity and crafts 
opening up. DIY 
shoe design is for 
those who love to 
break the rules, 
have fun, and create 
h i gh l y  i nd i v i dua l 
d e s i g n s . 

In just a few hours, 
you will learn how to 
turn any pair of 
o r d i n a r y  h e e l s , 
sling-backs, sandals, 
sneakers, or boots 
i n t o  one - o f - k i n d 
c r e a t i o n s  u s i n g 
fabulous new leather 
paints and your 
c h o i c e  o f 
embellishments from 
t h e  w o r l d s  o f 
s e w i n g , 
s c r a p b o o k i n g , 
b e a d i n g ,  a n d 
collage. Learn to use 
the right paint.  
Learn to use the 
right glue.  

Or you can take 
these techn iques 
home and transform 
a n y  p u r s e  o r 
handbag into a 
Sassy Purse. You'll 
be amazed at how 
great they'll turn out 
and how much fun 
you can have.

As for me, I have a 
f a b u l o u s l y 
comfortable pair of 
t r i p l e-ug l y  boot s 
that I’d love to sassy 
up!  How about you?  

Call Daphne Drewes 
to reserve your spot 
now. The class is 
Tuesday, April 21. 
The cost is $25 with 
a $10 materials fee. 
You won’t want to 
miss it!

Program Services
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1 Alice Lewis

May Birthdays

2 K a t h y 
Cavenaugh

18 D a p h n e 
Drewes

19 S u s a n 
Hammon

25 Ilene Craig

25 Chris Crain

27 Lois Havel
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Our annual Quilt Airing is 
normally held in June. Last 
year it was in the gorgeous 
backyard of Susan Hammon’s 
home and the weather was 
absolutely perfect. Susan has 
graciously offered to hostess 
our event again this year, 
however, due to her busy 
schedule, we need to move 
the Airing up to May 18th. 
The weather should be great 
and Susan’s garden will be in 
full bloom.

For those of you who don’t 
know what a quilt airing is, 
many years ago it was 
t r ad i t i on a l  f o r  a l l  t he 
womenfolk in the area gather 
together, bring out their 
quilts, hang them up for 
display, and ’air’ them after 
the long winter. They would 
bring a covered dish, visit, 
and admire each other’s 

handiwork.  

Keeping with this tradition, 
the guild holds our own 
‘airing’ where we gather at 
someone’s home, hang up 
and admire our quilts, bring 
a yummy dish, and visit 
with each other. Sound 
familiar?

We also choose the winners 
of the Quilting Challenge. 
Remember the red, green, 
and white fabrics Phyllis has 
had for sale at the meetings 
and she’s talked about the 
“Challenge”? This is where 
those projects wi l l  be 
revealed for the first time, 
and voted on by those 
attending the airing.

It’s all great fun and just 
another way to get to know 
each other and drool over 
gorgeous fabric, flowers, 
food, and what else? Quilts, 

Quilt Airing Date Change
A Guild Special 

Report
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Checklist for Quilt Airing
Call Daphne Drewes for more info!

It’s time for our annual Quilt Airing and Potluck!

May 18, 2009 at 6:00 P.M.

Susan Hammon’s Back Yard  in Merced.  

Bring the quilts and quilt tops you have completed this last year to 
share. 

Don’t forget your project using this year’s challenge fabric.  

You will also need to bring a lawn chair and individual tableware  
(forks, knives, plates).

If your name begins with one of these letters, bring the food 
mentioned next to it.

A to D- Dessert, F to M – Main Dish, N to W - Side Dish
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guild our website 
will be. My desire is 
to make this site a 
one-stop shop for all 
o u r  q u i l t i n g 
information needs.

As mentioned in the 
Membership article, 
there will be a 
password protected 
a r e a  j u s t  f o r 
members where you 
will be able to 
a c c e s s  t h e 
m e m b e r s h i p 
directory in its’ 
entirety and any new 
changes or postings 
that come along. But 
that is still down the 
road a piece. We’ve 
made our l i t t l e 
booklet our ‘go to’ 

The  webs i t e  i s 
coming along. You 
don’t  see much 
s u r f a c e  c h a n g e 
because so much of 
the  deta i l s  a re 
behind the scenes. 
I’m working on the 
photo galleries now 
and it’s slow-going. 

I  c o n t i n u e  t o 
encourage each of 
you to submit any 
digital  (electronic 
files) photos or text 
you would like to be 
c o n s i d e r e d  f o r 
posting to our site. 
Again, the more 
p a r t i c i p a t i on  w e 
h a v e  f r om  t h e 
membersh i p ,  the 
more personal to the 

guide for so long, 
and we don’t want 
that to change. The 
website will just be 
another avenue you 
c a n  o b t a i n 
information.

I’ll be starting to 
work on the publicity 
for upcoming events, 
including our quilt 
show, so don’t be 
surprised if I tap you 
for inspiration and 
information!

S e e  y o u  n e x t 
meeting!

Information Services

What is it about flowers and 
quilts?  Color?  Symmetry?  
Beauty?

Imagine reading a summer 
novel while relaxing on a 
colorful  qui l t  under your 
f a v o r i t e  b a c k y a r d  t r e e .  
Remember showing off your 
quilts in Susan Hammon’s 
beautiful garden at the annual 
Quilt Airing.  Think about all 
the gorgeous floral fabric 
patiently waiting in your stash 
for a chance to show off.  
Quilts and gardens are each 
igni ted by  the “per fect ” 
border.  And a quick glance 
th rough  ou r  membersh i p 
book l e t  w i l l  revea l  tha t 
quilters are also gardeners.

Atwater Garden Show—We are There!
When we were approached by 
the Atwater Garden Club we 
e a g e r l y  a g r e e d  t o  t h e i r 
proposal:  Would we be willing 
to show some quilts in the five 
ga rdens  t ha t  we re  b e i ng 
featured in their annual tour?

Would we?  You bet!  This is the 
opportunity and we need you to 
sign up to help:

Tuesday, May 5

5 homes – 15 quilts

Opportunity Quilt display and 
ticket sales

Please call Susan Hammon for 
more details or to volunteer.  A 
sign-up sheet will be available 
at the meeting for helping with 
opportunity ticket sales.




