Thankfulness and Appreciation

| am looking out a picture window across
a valley to a snow covered mountain. |
have dreamt of taking a road trip to
Spokane, Washington, since my daughte
moved here 10 years ago. And here |
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they laugh at me, because the snow has
no chance of sticking in this 40 degree
weather. They can laugh all they want; |
am enchanted!

It was a great trip up. There are literally
dozens of quilt shops along Highway 5 in
Oregon alone. And what fun it has been
to drop in on some of them. (Of course,
would love to visit every single one, but
beloved husband is driving and | do want
to stay married!) One quilt shop was
barely as big as my living room with
perhaps 200 bolts of fabric, but the shop
owner could tell the best stories and was
genuinely interested in hearing my tales.
Another shop took up three storefronts,
had four busy long arm machines and thg
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in one place. In Ashland where theater
reigns, there were fabulous trims and
embellishments overshadowing the
selection of fabrics. And so it goes, each
shop reflecting the heart and soul of its
owner and its community.

In a way dropping in on quilt shops is a
bit like antique shopping. There is no
way to predict what you may find. And
there is no guarantee that the hidden
treasure you did find could be found
anywhere else. And so not only did |
shop, but | bought!

Any of you who have seen my sewing
cave knows that if | were to sew eight
hours a day for the next 30 years, there
would still be an abundance of unused
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fabric on my shelves. So of course, there -~ o,l\'f ‘
can be no rationale for shopping out of
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store owners and clerks. | one the smell Christmas Potluck
of new fa@rlc and actually feellng the, - Paty.o )
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clues are more accurate in the shqp at6 p.m.
scale, color, and compatibility. This trip
has renewed my gratitude for Where your best
independent quilt shops and for the joy Holiday attire.
they bring to the quilting world.
I am reminded again and again as | visit | Bring your Christmas
different shops, that they will be here Stocking Challenge.
tomorrow if | shop today. And when |
am tempted to buy cheaper online, | Small gift exchange.
must remember that there are See full details on
consequences that will come with that Pages 2 and 3.
choice.

| 1 am venturing out in the snowfall today .

Hta-explore same quilt ?{8% get\NN,sgea\r,:,j Me ? t |An gs )
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looking forward to shopping my way Third Monday of
back to Merced in a few days. each month (unless
In this season of Thanksgiving | am otherwise noted)
thankful for my quilting friends and
O2f ¢Sk 3dzSa G DFGSo Ve edzmt i SNBQ (pdzaf |
know that you laugh with me (and at me,| Public Health
sometimes!) and | am enriched by your | Auditorium
talents and enchanted by your 260 East 15th St.
friendship. Merced

. . Time:
Thanksgiving blessings to you all! Setup -6:30
Kathy B Meeting starts -6:45
Call to Order -7:10.
‘»\
~ — Come early for
yﬁz library tickets,
membership items,
chatting, etc.
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Member Additions/Changes

Clara Chandler , a medical Look for these new members at our
technologist, has just recently December Party and be sure to pick
moved to our area. She comes up labels to add to your book.

from back east and has been

quilting for awhile. So does her There will be no "Getting to Know
mother-in-law, Naomi . You" in December due to special

activities that night.
Kathy Kerber is a best friend of
Carol Berry. She was convinced to
join due to our good food at the

quilt show.
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Christmas Party Plans

Your Board of Directors has planned a superb program for our December meeting. If you
thought last year was fun, then you will not want to miss this great evening of food, fun, music
and merrymaking! The date is December 7 and the time is 6:00 p.m. (no earlier!).

You will need to bring the following items:

Your name tag

A handmade* gift for a gift exchange

If your last name begins with A-D - bring a Dessert

If your last name begins with F-M - bring a Main Dish

If your last name begins with N-W - bring a Salad or Side Dish
Your Show-N-Tell items

Your Christmas Stocking Challenge

And lastly, a merry spirit!
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*Handmade - means anything handmade ~ not necessarily made by your hands, and
not necessarily quilt-related.

Pull out those great Christmas vests and sweatshirt jackets to add to the festivities.

The guild will provide beverages, all necessary eating supplies, and an entertaining evening.

Reminder #1 ~ Please check the list below to see if you volunteered to decorate one long
table with tablecloths and centerpieces. Decorators will be admitted at 5:30 pm.

Sandy Coelho  Susan Hammon Joan Rodriguez Billie Shewey
Dorothy Kielty ~ Chris Crain Kimberly Farnham Nahomi Rodriguez
Jane Matthews Bridget Martinelli Pat Skaggs Winnie Banks
Janetta Gibson Sarah Martindale

Reminder #2 ~ Please check the list above and if you did not volunteer to help decorate, then
you volunteered to help clean-up! Many tidy hands will assure the Health Department that we
appreciate the use of their facility.

Reminder #3 ~ 1 AM all about fun! and | AM looking forward to seeing you all next week!

Kathy (and the Board)
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Christmas Stocking Challenge A
This yeards Christmas Dinner will include a C@st ma s
donate to a special cause for kids. The challenge is for you to come up with the most interesting,

exquisite, unique, fun, or funky stocking you can think of. You can use baubles and beads, feathers and lace, vel-

vet or cotton, or just whatever makes your stocking the best. Suggestions ? How about these themes: Hawaiian,

Eskimo, Victorian, Western, Neon, polar animals such as a penguin or polar bear, ice skate, or aquatic such as a

dolphin or whale? There will be a voting box and a gift for the stocking chosen as the best by popular vote. So,

rev up those ideas and sewing machines !

Have fun and frGangdy Qui |t (ARG
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January Program Plans

Program Chairman Daphne Drewes will give a and methods, visit http://www.anelie.com/ on

detailed report and provide sign-up sheets and the internet. Of her Dresden plate class, the

supply list information for the upcoming guest website says to Aforget eJver)
speaker and workshop scheduled for the you knew about Dresden Plate quilts. The new

January guild meeting. The workshop will be Dresdens are colorful, clever, and fun,

January 19 from 10 to 4 (location to be nothing stodgy or old fashioned here! They're

announced). Our lecturer/teacher will be Anelie easy to make too, with Anelie's new stitch-and-

Bel den and her subject wi Ifliptebhaique.flrfybhis fresh take loryan old
Modern Dresden. o0 To see a fprveviigve .of Lheearr nwaoarok e at ||t he
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Looking Forward to 2010

We did it! Let's give ourselves a big round of applause for the marvelous 2009 Gateway Quilters' Guild Harvest
of Quilts Show How is it possible that a small guild like ours could manage, once again, to host such a magnifi-
cent, first class event? The answer is really quite simple : each one of us personally accepted responsibility for
doing our jobs to the best of our ability. We volunteered to help wherever we were needed and worked hard
together to create a uniquely appealing atmosphere in which to showcase our beautiful quilted works of art. We
laughed together, cried together, got to know each other better, stressed together, supported each other, solved
problems together, were exhausted together and, in the end, we were able to celebrate a job very well done
together. The key to being a strong, productive guild that can transform good ideas into realities is working
together with a heartfelt desire to serve on behalf of our guild and our community.

Now that the Quilt Show is a fond memory, we need to look forward to the 2010 guild calendar. The Nominating
Committee will soon begin searching for willing members to serve as officers and committee members. Please
take a few moments to familiarize yourself with the variety of jobs available and think about the areas in which
you would prefer to serve. You are more likely to secure the position you want if you make your preferences
known to the nominating committee now. Sign up sheets will be circulated and phone calls will be made soon so
please ask not only what your guild can do for you but also ask what you can do for your guild and please say
"yes" when the nominating committee calls you.

Gratefully,
Karen Mous
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Special Thanks

Thank you from Merced County
Department of Public Works T
Olympic Committee

On behalf of our Special Olympic Commit-
tee, | want to thank you for the support
you provided to our Special Olympic Golf
Tournament this year.

Our event was held on August 29, 2009
and as always, everyone had a great time
and we raised $4,000 to support our local
programs. Our athletes will benefit from
the proceeds and all the money raised is
spent on our athletes. The quilts were
beautiful. Thank you to those who helped
to assemble the quilts.

Special

Quilt Distribution

In October, Quilters Embrace Quilts were
distributed to the following sites:

CPS i 15 quilts

Mercy Hospital 1 12 quilts, 10 preemies and 6
flannel receiving blankets

Red Cross 1 5 quilts and 1 afghan

Special Olympics 1 3 Halloween quilts for their dance
party raffle

Quilt Show Lost/Found

Sincerely,
Peggy Vejar A periwinkle blue light -weight jacket has
Deputy Director and Coach been found. And a blue light -weight jacket
] _ is missing. It appears that someone took

Thank you from Soldlersotﬁé\ngel.sktnh &Y. tier th
No Soldier Go Unl ovedo € wrong jacket home-after the

) R show. Please check your closets. The re-
On behalf of Sol di er sé

like to thank you for sending your dona-

tion of 2 quilts for our Blankets of Belief

Project on 9/17/2009 which we are send-
ing to our Military Heroes.

The goal of Sol di er so
ally bring care and comfort to our Heroes
in uniform who sacrifice so much for our
freedom. Contributions such as yours are
a critical part of our success. Your con-
tinued support is greatly appreciated for
our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines
who are in harmds way
country.

Thank you again for your wonderful sup-
port!

With warmest regards,
Patti Patton  -Bader,

Founder of Sol di er s o

Angel s. we. . woul d .
c%verec?Jécket will be at the next meeting
waiting for its owner!

Angel s i s to ¢
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Ang (Quilt Show Notebooks

Thank you all for donating your time and
energy to Quilters Embrace in 2009. We
could not do this project without you. We
look forward to continuing our efforts in
2010.

Kimberly Farnham & Virginia Wagner

Please bring your notebooks to December
Potluck on the 7th and | will get them to
the storage.

Thank you!

Priscilla




