
Filling in for President Kathy 
is guest columnist Lois Olson 
with another one of her 
delightful pieces. Thank you 
and welcome, Lois!  
 

I discovered my creativity as 

an older adult when the late 

effects of polio made it 

impossible for me to continue 

with my usual activities and 

good deeds.   It was a painful 

way to find this marvelous 

facet of myself.    

Being once more unable to 

do much of anything, I 

picked up a pencil and began 

to draw whatever I 

saw.   Then came paints and 

fabric and threads strung on 

a loom, and I discovered I 

was an artist.  

It was a glorious discovery 

but also frightening, like 

suddenly finding myself on 

the back of an unbroken 

horse.   Some days I had the 

strength to ride it.   Other 

days I was thrown off, 

resisting it with tightly shut 

eyes and clenched fists, and 

fearing what would come if I 

relaxed and rode this horse 

freely.   

Little by little, I began to 

submit, to follow where I was 

being taken, to participate in 

the birthing of my own 

uniqueness, artistically, as 

well as how I l ived my life. I 

realized that if I didnôt do or 

make what is mine alone to 

do or make, it would never 

be created or accomplished.  

Each of us carries within us 

the capacity to live our 

creativity and uniqueness. 

Donôt procrastinate or 

murmur against its 

presence.   Find ways to tap 

into it each day. Major works 

are not necessary.   After all, 

little steps are walking just 

as much as big steps are.  

Grow in confidence in your 

uniqueness. Live creatively 

and create lovely things that 

throb with life.  If you 

hesitate, the loss to you and 

to the world will be great. 

Where will ripples on a lake 

come from if no one throws 

in a stone?  

Lois E. Olson  

02/23/09  

 

 

Creativity Revealed  

There are now  
LESS THAN 90 

DAYS  
until the Quilt 

Show! 

Gateway Quiltersô Guild 
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When:  

Third Monday of 

each month (unless 

otherwise noted)  
  

Where:    

Public Health 

Auditorium  

260 East 15th St. 

Merced  
 

Time:   

Setup - 6:30  

Meeting starts - 6:45  

Call to Order - 7:10.  
 

Come early for 

library tickets, 

membership items, 

chatting, etc.  
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Quilt Show Boutique: 

September Deadline Fast Approaching 
We hope that everyone has had 

the opportunity to view some 

of the beautiful quilted items 

that have been donated to our 

Quilt Show Boutique. Creativity 

and generosity obviously 

characterize Gateway Quilter's 

Guild  members!  

 

The  Boutique's wide variety of 

quilted items will be sure to 

offer something of interest to 

everyone, so you may want to 

start saving your money for 

Boutique tickets.  

 

There are still two more 

months in which to  finish  the 

items you plan to donate to the 

Boutique. If you are a person 

who works better with a 

deadline, please mark  the 

September Guild meeting on 

September  21st on your 

calendar as the Boutique 

donation deadline.  

 

Remember, all Boutique 

proceeds go directly to our 

Guild. If we all work together, 

this could be the most 

profitable Boutique in our Quilt 

Show history.  

Thank you so much!  

Karen Mous  

Jeanne Kimball  

Char Frederick  
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Contact information for these 

new and returning members 

will be available at the next 

meeting  in the form of labels to 

a d d  t o  y o u r  b r a n d  n e w 

directories.    

R em em b er  t o  b r i ng  y o u r 

directories so you can place 

your labels directly into your 

books!  

If you missed the May meeting, 

you may still pick up the new 

issue of the directory at the 

Membership table at the next 

meeting.  

We have no new or 

returning members or 

changes to report for the 

month of July.  

 

 

Member Additions/Changes  
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YOU, thatôs whooooo! 

O c t o b e r  i s  f a s t 

approaching and we must 

get our creative juices 

going!  

Recently spent the day at 

the Madera Show and it 

was very lovely.   Let's all 

jump in and make ours a 

success.    

I will have work sign up 

sheets at the meeting. If you havenôt held 

onto these clipboards longer than to pass 

them by you, itôs time to stop thinking  

about what you can do and sign up to DO  

it! I want to see a LOT of fingerprints left 

behind on those sign up sheets!  

Every quilt show we present is better than 

the one before. But it takes work. Lots of 

it. From everyone. But the very best part 

of all, is the tons of fun we have while 

doing it! So letôs be the Whooooôs Whoooo 

and have the best show in the Valley. I 

know we can doooooo it!  

Thank you,  

Priscilla Hise  

Whoooooôs Going to Help at the Quilt Show? 

Children's Quilting Takes on a New Twist       

Itôs a tradition at our quilt shows to have demonstrations of various quilting techniques. 

A special treat for the children who attend the show is the hands - on experience they 

participate in at the Childrenôs Quilting area set up just for them. 

 

This year will be just a bit different for the children. We will be offering interested boys 

and girls the opportunity to create  colorful  9 - patch blocks, and they be able to actually 

see the quilt - making process in action! These blocks will be put together  right at the 

show to be used for Quilters' Embrace quilts. Can you imagine how proud the kids will be 

to know they are helping to create a comforting hug for someone who needs it? Thank 

you, Kathy Cavanaugh, for this fun idea!  

 

Kimberly Farnham, Lori Nelson,  Janet Swarts, and I made one of these quilts with my 

class in May  as a test run. It  was an enriching, rewarding experience for all involved. 

This quilt was shared at the June meeting and will return in July so you can see this col-

orful project, once again.  

 

I am  sending forth  a "Stash Alert" to make this a successful part of our show!  

 

Who?   All of you!  

What?   Colorful  fabrics from your stash... fat quarters or larger pieces.  

Why?   So we can offer children a wide variety of exciting  fabrics to create their  

  blocks.   

When?   Anytime soon before the show!  

Where?   Give them to Mary Brown or Janet Swartz so we can get them cut and  

  ready.  

How?   Bring donations to the guild meetings or call Mary Brown so  she  can pick  

  them up.  

 

Here's to  sparking the interest of  our next generation of quilters!  

     Mary Brown, Children's Quilting Coordinator  
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Warm, isnôt it?  Now might be a good 

time to sit indoors and work on a quick 

craft project.  Perhaps you have not yet 

decided on a boutique donation or 

maybe you would like an early start on 

your holiday gifts or you might be 

looking for a way to use up all those 

scraps that were too big for Kimberlyôs 

doggie beds.  There are many books in 

the library with wonderful ideas.  

Two books were specifically written with 

bazaars in mind.  Best - Selling Bazaar 

Patchwork from Leisure Arts includes 

the widest variety of gift ideas.  Most 

are quick to make.  The cupboard 

collection includes a tea cozy in 

addition the more usual placemats, 

table runners, aprons, and hot pads.  

Another section has ideas for a 

storyteller apron, fabric necklaces, and 

an art caddy.  One of my favorites is 

the armchair sewing caddy.  I am busy 

making a Seminole patchwork shower 

wrap as a shower gift.  I really enjoyed 

browsing this book.  

The second book is titled Small 

Patchwork and Quilting.  It was donated 

from the library of the late Nancy Bittis, 

whom some of you may remember.  

This book has a special section called 

Gift Boutique that includes a duffel bag, 

jewelry bag, and carry - all among other 

ideas.  There are baby gifts, holiday 

projects, and house ideas as well.  

Yo- Yos to Go and Quilting to Go both 

emphasize small, portable projects that 

you might work on while waiting for an 

appointment or carry with you to Guild 

meetings.  Projects from each would 

make wonderful gifts.   I have a bag 

full of yo - yos that I have never quite 

known what to do with.  Now I know I 

could use them to decorate a hat or 

some socks, a sweatshirt or perhaps 

napkin rings.  Quilting to Go has many 

traditional projects but also features a 

wall hanging with yo - yo flowers.  More 

unusual projects include a garment bag, 

barrel - bottom purse, quilting tote along 

and a trapunto wall hanging.  

I hope you will look through these 

books at our next Guild meeting and be 

inspired.  Small craft projects are 

rewarding because they are just that:  

small and so quickly finished.  Next 

month:  Christmas quilts and crafts.  

  Happy reading!  

  Carolyn Ridgway  

From the Library Corner ðQuick Craft Projects  

The following URL is an abbreviation of a VERY long address and 

much easier to copy. Or if you are on our website, you can use 

the link to the library from there.  

To access our library list, copy and paste into your web browser: 

http://tinyurl.com/cksf9a  

http://tinyurl.com/cksf9a
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Quilters Embrace Update for July  

Guild members continue to sew kits, quilt 

and bind for the cause.  Thank you, 

ladies!!!  

Pattern Request  

Virginia and I are working on new kits for 

added variety and would love to have your 

input.  If anyone has an easy pattern they 

would love to share with us (no half 

triangles, curves or magic 

corners), we would love to 

have it.   

Thank you!  

Kimberly Farnham  

For June  

¶ 9 quilts ðChild Protective Services  

¶ 6 quilts ï Mercy Hospital Pediatrics  

Quilt Distribution  

Marcia and I are on our sojourn to the east coast 

and have made a few days stopover in Lancaster 

County, PA.  

 

In particular, we are enjoying the sights in 

Intercourse, PA, an area well populated with 

Mennonite and Amish folks, which also 

means  lots of quilts!! There are many done in 

the solid somber colors of the Old Order Amish.  

 

We learned that while all the quilting is done by 

hand, the piecing is done by machine -- probably 

often treadle machines, as some still practice the 

simple life and have no electricity.   Their work is 

most meticulous and while many quilts use just 

one color of quilting thread (white or off white), 

some use matching thread.  

 

The Mennonite quilts are made with printed 

fabrics - lots of calico, as well as tone on tones, 

or ones that read more 

solid.    

 

These quilts feature more appliqué 

and use a wide variety of traditional 

patterns.   Their color choices range from earth 

colors with lots of burgundy, green, or blue 

accents to pastels done with solids or small, 

dainty  prints.    

 

I was especially fond of a Trip Around the World 

done in pastels with each square being a 

Drunkards Path.  

 

This area is so beautiful and peaceful, it's no 

wonder their quilts are a reflection of that as 

well.    

 

Wishing you could all experience this as 

well... Janetta  

Greetings from Lancaster County    

Quilters Embrace  

 a warm hug for someone who needs one 

Standard sizes for quilt tops we receive 

to quilt:  

Small Quilts: 40ò x 50ò   

Larger Lap Quilts: 56ò x 70ò  

All donations are greatly appreciated.  

Finished quilts of all sizes will continue to 

be accepted.  

Quilt Sizes for Charity Quilts  

A Guild Special  

Report  
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Program for July  

On July 20th we will be instructed and entertained by Laura Wasilowski. We will be given 

a short pictorial tour of her studio and art quilts. Laura will share with us a bit about her 

and what drew her into the world of quilting.  She will also give  us a pictorial show of her 

quilt gallery. And last but not least, Laura will show us how to build a small fusible quilt. 

She has a lot of great tips! There won't be any handouts, so you might want to bring a 

notebook and a writing implement. :)  

 

On  August 19th  we will be visited by Rose Hughes, a fiber artist who was bestowed the 

honor of being nominated the 2009 Quilt Teacher of the Year in The Professional Quilter. 

She does what she calls ñfast-piece appliqu®.ò The word ñfastò is what intrigued me to 

read the article about her in the June/July 2007 issue of 'Quilting Arts' 

Magazine. Then I saw her work and I was hooked. The quilts  look 

really difficult, but Rose says they are not. I  saw her on 'The Quilt 

Show' with Alex Anderson and Ricky Timms, (June 22, 2009  Episode 

#413), and it was fascinating!  On Tuesday, August 18th, Rose will  be 

teaching a guild - sponsored workshop using her fast - piece appliqué 

technique.   

 

To see some of Roseôs work and get an idea of what an awesome  

opportunity we are being afforded by attending her workshop, visit her 

website, www.rosehughes.com . If you want to learn more about the talented woman  

herself, visit her blog at http://ravenspeakquilts.blogspot.com/ .  

The program for our next meeting will provide you with just a glimpse of what your 

membership dues enable our guild to offer our members. You will be impressed and you 

will definitely want to attend the next meeting!  

 

I look forward to seeing you on the 20th!  

     Daphne Drewes  

The Classifieds  

One of the benefits to being a member of the Gateway Quilters Guild or a vendor in the 

area is submitting items or services for sale in our newsletter.  Your business card - size 

ad can be featured each month for a nominal fee, paid in advance. Members pay only $5 

per month, while vendorsô rates are three months for $25. Itôs a great deal! Contact 

Robyn Porter to submit your copy - ready item or business card.  

http://www.rosehughes.com
http://ravenspeakquilts.blogspot.com/


Upcoming Events  
July 18 ð19  

Redwood Empire Quilters Guild  

presents ñHeart of the Red-

woodsò 

Eureka, CA.  

Www.reqg.com  

 

Truckee Meadows Quilters  

presents ñReno Is Quiltownò 

www.geocities.com/

tmqnewspatch  

 

July 24 - 26  

International Quilt Festival  

Long Beach Convention and 

Entertainment Center Long 

Beach, CA.  

Email: shows@quilts.com  

(713) 781 -6864 

www.quilts.com  

 

Aug 8  

Petaluma Quilt Show Revival  

Walnut Park Petaluma, CA  

Contact louisaotis@gmail.com  

 

Sep 12 - 13  

Harvest of Quilts  

10427 Stockton Blvd  

SES Portuguese Hall  

Elk Grove, CA  

Info: 

www.elkgrovequiltguild.org  

 

Sep 26 - 27  

Kings River Quilt Festival  

Historic Downtown Quilt Walk at 

the Mennonite Quilt Center  

Reedley, CA  

 

Diablo Valley Quilters Guild  

presents Annual Quilt Show  

Charlotte Wood Middle School  

600 El Capitan, Danville  

Featured Artist: Sandy Klop  

Info: 

www.diablovalleyquilters.org or 

call Sharon (925) 820 -1588  
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August Birthdays  

2  Lois Olson  

3  Carolyn Younce  

6  Susan Anderson  

16  Pauline Mayo  

20  Cheron Adrian  

25  Terri Bray  

28  Cyndae Maraschino  

31  Marie Strait  

  

  

  

Opportunity Quilt News  

Ticket sales are nearing the $1000 mark, ($825).   The 

committee is vending at community events, the latest 

being the Atwater Fourth of July celebration.    

 

In August we are arranging to have a booth at the Valve 

Burners Car Show to be held August 30 at the Merced 

Fairgrounds.   This car show is a charity for the car club, 

and the monies raised will go to Hinds Hospice.   I was 

told it  is generally  well attended.   We hope to sell a lot 

of tickets.   I will have a sign up for this event at the July 

membership meeting.    

 

A BIG THANK YOU to all who are volunteering to sell  

tickets at these events.   This is one way to support our 

community, and they will support us.    

      Virginia Wagner  


