
 
December 5:   

 
Christmas party, 
Merced County  

Historical  
Courthouse Museum  

When:  

Third Monday of each month 

(unless otherwise 

noted) 

  

Where:    

Public 

Health 

Auditorium 

260 E. 15th St., Merced 

 

Time:   

Setup - 6:30 

Meeting starts - 6:45 
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Happy Thanksgiving, 

 

I hope you and your families are all feeling blessed this season.  I just got 

back from a week of classes and quilts at Houston Quiltfest.  If you ever 

get a chance to make that pilgrimage, GO!  It was so inspiring. I think I 

have a lifetime of ideas now and could just bury myself in my stash, send 

out for meals, and sew, sew, sew.  I doubt that will happen, though, as 

there is a lot more to my life than quilting and I might be missed (at least 

I like to think I would!)    

 

I am thankful for many things, not the least of which is this wonderful 

guild and its members and leaders.  I have the opportunity to grow and 

learn here in a supportive community.  That is, indeed, a priceless gift.  I 

am thankful for family and friends, good health, and the opportunity to 

travel.  I am thankful for my dog, Sunny, who is indeed a circus dog just 

for me and always makes me smile.  I am trying to be the kind of person 

she thinks I am! 

 

I am thankful that we had a wonderfully successful quilt show and that it 

is OVER!  But remember, the show planning starts very soon as does the 

planning for next yearõs budget, leadership, programs and activities.  

Please consider helping Bridget on the nominating committee or for-

warding your name or anotherõs to her if you think that you or they 

would be a helpful servant of the guild.  I for one have learned a lot the 

past year and have gotten to know some very dedicated and effective 

leaders.  Plus they are fun to be with!  This guild is a òjoint effortó and we 

all get back in abundance what we give away.  

 

The upcoming holiday celebration will be December 5th at the Court-

house.  Susan is working diligently to provide us with a fun, tasty and 

safe time.  She has some great ideas.  Read her article for all the details.  I 

hope to see you all there.  If not, have a wonderful holiday and weõll see 

you next year. 

 

         Lori Nelson, Co-President 



Officers 

Co-Presidents 

Bridget Martinelli 
Lori Nelson 

 

Secretary 
Judith Dake 

 

Treasurer 
Janetta Gibson 

 

Membership 
Diane Swenson 

 

Programs 
Susan Hammon 

 

Information  
Services 
Carol Berry 

 

Quilt Show 
Chairman 

Priscilla Hise 
 

Opportunity 

Quilt Chairman 
Louise King 
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Opportunities 
I'm excited about the great job everyone did selling tickets for the Opportunity Quilt.  We did 

a little better than budget.  Great job; and a BIG THANK YOU to ALL of you.  The quilt is re-

ally beautiful and it was easy to sell tickets when people were able to see a picture of the quilt 
or see it hanging at one of the venues we attended.  Nora Hinds was the winner of the quilt. 

 

Lori Nelson gave us a sneak preview of the next Opportunity Quilt being built right now.  It 

will also be beautiful and I think easy to sell tickets when people see how pretty it is.   
 

The sew day we had on October 22nd was a success getting all the wheel chair bags done.  

They will be going to Hylond Healthcare and Rehab Center and The Franciscan Healthcare 
Facility.  Great job, everyone!  

 

Thanksgiving is almost here and I plan on having my share of turkey!  I really like pie too, so 

I know I will have my share of that as well.  I certainly will be giving thanks for all we have.  
 

Wishing all of you a Wonderful, Healthy and Happy Thanksgiving! 

         See you in December, Louise King 

Nominating Committee Needs You  
It's November, and fall is here with frosty mornings and, sometimes, a little 
fog.  Love it when the seasons change. 
 
The quilt guild is putting together committees for next year's business. My 
committee, "the nominating committee," will be meeting soon to gather any-
one's name who would be interested in holding an office for next yearôs board. 
We encourage ALL that would like to hold an office to PLEASE contact me.  
All names will be put before the guild and voted on in February.  Nominations 
from the "floor" at the February meeting will also be considered.  I encourage 
ALL of you who have thought that you would like to "change" or "spice-up" our 
guild with your wonderful ideas and thoughts to come forward and ask to be 
nominated.  
 
This could be fun.  You can even bring your "campaign" ideas to the guild that 
night and present them.  So put your thinking caps on, make a list, and jump 
in with both feet.  WE WANT YOU! 
 
Being on the board is a great way to meet other members, get involved first 
hand at ideas, presentations, etc. 
 
Remember, you don't hold your office aloneðthere are committees to help 
you, along with all members of the guild coming together.  We are a great 
team!  Looking forward to a great 2012 year! 
 
Contact:     Bridget Martinelli, hm# 722 -0216,  
      email:  nosemartinelli@sbcglobal.net  



Dear Fellow Quilters: 
 
Christmas is around the corner and we are planning for our annual 

Christmas Party.   
 
The following is all the information about our Party: 
 

When:  Monday, December 5, 2011 

Time :   6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.  

Where:  Merced County Historical Courthouse Museum  

What :  Fun, Food, Fellowship, Singing, Scavenger Hunt, and a Fat-
Quarter Exchange 

 
This is what you need to do and bring: 
 

Call me at 209-777-3216 if you need a ride; if I don't answer, leave a message and I will get right back to 
you.  We thought it would be nice to carpool so we might not have to park so far away with fewer 
cars. (We are trying to figure out better lighting and there is an elevator entrance on the east side of the 
building.) 
 

Bring (1) Fat Quarter of Christmas fabric for a fabric exchange (18" x 22" piece of Christmas fabric). 
 
The Guild will provide the drinks and we will be contacting members to bring an hors d'oeuvre.  If you 
would like to bring something, please email or call Lori Nelson, Nickie Aldrich or me.  If we don't get 
enough volunteers, we will be calling YOU. 
 
I will bring the sign-up sheet on the 5th so you can sign up for Marie Strait's class on Saturday, January 

21, 2012.   
 
I am looking forward to a wonderful Holiday evening - hope to see everyone on the 5th.   
 
            Happy Quilting , Susan Hammon 
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PROGRAMS  

 

Will Massage for Quilts Incentive Program for Quilters Embrace  
Recent winners of the drawing for a free massage were:  OctoberðClaudia Kalman; NovemberðLouise King; 
DecemberðPhyllis Boyle.  Congratulations!  Thanks for all you do.  
  
As a reminder, to be eligible for each drawing, you must be an active participant for the current month or 
over the last 12 months.  Active participation will include any of the following:  donation of a finished quilt,  
quilt top, fabric, completion of a kit or participation in a sew day.  A ticket will be given for each donation.  
  
To be fair, the winner will be different each month.  You will only be eligible to win once in a 12 -month peri-
od, thus your ticket will remain for future drawings.  The winner may also choose to give the massage to a 
family member/friend if desired.  To assist in my scheduling, the massage certificate must be redeemed with-
in 30 days and a signed disclaimer will be required by the Guild.    
                 
          Thank you, Kimberly Farnham  



Small Quilts: 40ó x 50ó   

Larger Lap Quilts: 56ó x 70ó 
  

All donations are greatly appreciated. 

 
Finished quilts of all sizes will continue to be 
accepted. 

Quilt Sizes for Quilters Embrace  
Let the Sunshine In  

If you know a guild mem-

ber who could use a note of 

cheer, a get well wish, or 

has an occasion to cele-

brate, contact Jeanne Kim-

ball, our Sunshine Chair-

man, at 358 -4250, and she will send a card 

with our good wishes.  
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Successful QE Sew Day 
  
                Our October 22 sew day saw the completion of 132 wheel chair bags.   An assembly line meth-
od was used and in 3 hoursô time, the bags were finished. 
  
                A BIG thank you goes to the 14 ladies who helped with this project:  Susan Hammon, Dorothy 
Kielty, Janetta Gibson, Janeen Salvadori, Louise King, Phyllis Boyle, Jane Matthews, Mary Brown, Kim-
berly Farnham, Lori Nelson, Linda Royal, Joan Rodriquez, Celeste Simonsen, and Virginia Wagner.   For-
ty-two hours of community service time has been added to our list.  Judy Dake and Barbara Scott, who 
came after the bags were completed, worked on QE quilt kits. 
  
                A pot luck lunch was enjoyed and then there was time for work on personal projects and the 
beginnings of the 2012 Opportunity quilt project, headed by Lori Nelson.   
  
                A reminder that our last QE distribution will be in December.  All completed quilts and addi-
tional wheel chair bags need to be turned in to Virginia by November 30 or at the Christmas party.  QE 
feels very grateful to ALL members who have helped this year with the charity projects. 
  
             Sincerely, Virginia Wagner 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU  

Another Quilt Show is over   and was a success.  Of course 

that would not have been  possible if all of you   had not come 

together and worked so hard.  I thank each and every one of 

you for your dedication to our guild.   I know Phyllis will do 

ÈɯÞÖÕËÌÙÍÜÓɯÑÖÉɯÖÕɯÖÜÙɯÕÌßÛɯÚÏÖÞȱȭÚÖɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÕÖÞȮɯÈÓÓɯÛÈÒÌɯÈɯ

deep breath and know you did a great job.   "Poor Pitiful 

Pearl"  has been put away and seems to be OK and very hap-

py with all of her helpers.       

             Priscilla 
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Library Book Review  
Good morning! It is a glorious fall day. The air is crisp and fairly clean, perfect for a bike 
ride...and then some fabulous vegetable soup...yumm!  
 
I would like to thank all of you for your contributions to the quilt 
show.  It was a wonderful event.  And, thanks to all of us, it went 

off beautifully.  It is no wonder it takes two years to plan such an 
affair!!  
 
Well, now that Fall is upon us and we are looking forward to the 
holidays, I am thinking it is time to break out the holiday sewing  
and quilting books.  I have found two in our library and they are 
jewels.  

 
The first is an autographed book by Debbie Mumm entitled, "Quick Country Christmas 
Quilts."  In this book you will find the most charming Santas, lovely Christmas angels, sweet 
stockings, and charming ornaments.  Also, the pine tree lodge projects are the cutest.  They 
bring a sense of warmth and coziness to the home.  And bring memories/wishes of being in 
the woods, walking through the snow and smelling the pines.  In the end of the book are 
gifts that can be made in a weekend, as well as hostess gifts for those holiday parties!  Then 

the very end has a section on techniques and timesaving cutting and piecing.  All in all, a 
wonderful book.  
 
Now for the big book of Christmas quilting.  "Christmas Quilt Block of the Month" by various 
authors.  Inside you will find sampler blocks ranging from pieced blocks to pieced blocks 
with appliqué.  Then on to full -size quilts, wallhangings, lap quilts, and table toppers that are 
very charming and inviting.  We move on to small projects that include crochet, uses for 

those sampler squares you might have practiced from the front of this binder or have in 
your stash.  In the back are all the templates!  Wonderful!  As an extra Jeana Kimball's 
"Secrets for Successful Quiltmaking" is located in the very beginning of this lovely binder. 
From rotary cutting to solving the piecing problem to quick piecing and appliqué to finishing 
techniques, all are included as well.  
 
I hope these reviews inspire you to stop by the library table and check out some books.  We 

do have a lovely range of books.  Remember, should you have a request for a specific book, 
please do not hesitate to call me or e -mail me; I will do my best for you.  
 
I would like to take the time to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season.  
 
             Carolyn Ghearing  
 

 

Quilt Show 
If you were unable to attend the October meeting and hear 

the financial report from the show, you can contact Janetta 

Gibson for more information.  
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Priscilla Hise    2-Dec   Kathy Kerber    8-Jan 
Lora Wheeler    6-Dec   Margaret Freed   17-Jan 
Susan Dowhaniak   16-Dec  Linda McCollister   18-Jan 
Mabel Willmon    17-Dec  Dale Wagner    18-Jan 
Carol Berry     18-Dec  Kimberly Farnham   20-Jan 

Sherry Boyer    18-Dec  Hortencia Silva    24-Jan 
Mary Lou Dyrssen   18-Dec  
Nahomi Rodriguez  26-Dec  
Jeanne Kimball    27-Dec  

December and January Birthdays  

Congratulations to Our Quilt Show Winners  

Bed Size 

1st place -- Karen Mous (Daybreak Floral Fantasy)  

2nd place -- Janetta Gibson & Marcia McCarthy  (Yours & Mine)  

  

Wall Hanging  

1st place --  Darby Minturn (Sunset)  

2nd place -- Dudie Arzamendi   (120 1/2  Squares in a Block) 

  

Garment or Other Accessory 

1st place -- Michelle George (Recycled Bag Apron) 

2nd place -- Lori Nelson   (She Rose to the Occasion) 

 

Quilters Embrace 
Over 100 wheelchair bags were completed on October 22 for our local nursing homes this Christmas.  We 

truly had 'yards and yards of fun.õ  Thanks to all who participated. 

  

Thank you all for another successful year of community quilting.  Quilters Embrace has once again 

reached its goal for the year.  Christmas distributions will take place the beginning of December and we 

will have an updated report in January for actual projections and donations.  We look forward to another 

year of  sewing, quilting and production.  Happy Holidays to you all. 

 

            Blessings,  

            Virginia Wagner and Kimberly Farnham 
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Interest Groups ɭopen to all members  
Happy Stitchers  
Contact Dorothy Kielty for information about Happy Stitchers.  

Handquilting  
Contact Janetta Gibson for information about this group.  

  CLASSIFIEDS 

Beach House 4 rent @ Pajaro Dunes  

* Sleeps 8, Reasonable Rates  

 

* Perfect for Quilters (ask about  
   Guild Discount) 

 

* Call Lori 209 -769-0842 or 

 email ma2doc@aol.com 
 

 

 

GQG Website (www.gatewayquiltersguild.org)  
The GQG website has recently moved to another provider; the web address will remain the same.   
Dorothy Kielty is forming a committee to discuss  the redesign of the website and determine what in-
formation to make available on the website.   Please contact Dorothy if you are interested in being a 
part of this committee.    Your input is greatly appreciated. 


